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Bring bold, tropical drama to any space with Caryota, commonly known as the Fishtail Palm. This 
striking, architectural palm delivers uniquely textured foliage and an instantly exotic 
presence—perfect for interiors that call for something sculptural and unforgettable. 
 
Why you’ll love it: 

●​  Unmistakable Tropical Architecture: With its jagged, “fishtail”-shaped leaflets and 
gracefully arching fronds, Caryota adds instant visual impact. Younger plants (especially in 5 
gallons) have a wonderfully full, leafy figure, while more mature plants develop taller, 
stretching trunks that naturally form an elegant umbrella-like canopy. This shift from fullness 
to height creates a dramatic, layered look over time. 
 

●​  Impressive Indoor Performance: Though naturally a canopy palm, Caryota adapts 

surprisingly well to bright indoor environments. When given consistent moisture and strong 

filtered light, it remains lush, full, and visually stunning. Ideal for homes, offices, lobbies, and 

hospitality spaces seeking a statement plant with undeniable character. 

●​   Strong root system: Caryota has an extremely strong root system—strong enough to 

break pots if confined too long. For best results, up-pot early when roots fill the container. In 

larger decorative planters, it maintains a commanding vertical silhouette, gradually developing 

multiple stems for a fuller, layered look. 

●​  Light loving: Thrives in bright, indirect to filtered light. Can handle some early-morning or 

late-afternoon sun indoors. Not suited for low light as insufficient light leads to sparse growth 

and stretching. 

●​  A thirsty palm: Caryota drinks water quickly and should not be allowed to fully dry out. 

Water thoroughly, allow it to drain, and water again when the top of the soil feels dry to the 

touch. Avoid overwatering—this palm wants consistent moisture, not sogginess. Performs well 

in large containers and controlled-watering systems. 

●​  Year-Round Statement Appeal:​
A fast-to-moderate grower that stays lush and emerald green with regular care. Simply remove 

aging fronds at the base to maintain an elegant silhouette. 

●​  Versatile Styling: A natural focal point in large containers, or pair it with low-growing, 

moisture-loving tropicals for a layered rainforest look. Its sculptural leaves make it equally at 

home in modern, contemporary, or resort-inspired interiors. 

●​  Size: We offer Caryota in 3 gallon, 5 gallon, and 7 gallon sizes, ranging from 3–5 ft 

juveniles to 8–10 ft interior specimens. Indoors, Caryota typically grows 8–12 ft, developing 

new multi-stemmed clusters over time for a full, dramatic profile. 
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Additional Names: Caryota (Fishtail Palm, Toddy Palm, Wine Palm) 
 
 
Perfect for:   
 
Large residential living areas, open office spaces, luxury hospitality environments, and any interior that 
benefits from a bold, sculptural tropical feature. Add texture, height, and a sense of exotic lushness 
with the unforgettable Caryota. 
 
 
Additional Information:   
 
Caryota, known collectively as Fishtail Palms, are admired for their distinctive, triangular leaflets that 
resemble the tail of a fish—one of the most unique foliage profiles in the palm world. Their 
multi-stemmed, clumping growth creates a dense, vertical structure, making them excellent natural 
room dividers or bold architectural accents. 

Native to tropical Asia and the Indo-Pacific region, Caryotas grow in humid forest environments with 
bright, filtered light and evenly moist soil—conditions that translate well to bright indoor locations. 
Indoors, they typically remain more compact than their outdoor counterparts and maintain a lush, 
layered crown when watered consistently and kept out of harsh direct sun. 

While Caryotas are dramatic and fast-growing, they do appreciate attentive watering and benefit from 
high humidity and excellent drainage. Their unique leaf structure makes them especially eye-catching 
in contemporary plant design, where texture and form are key. 

Fun fact, Hawaii growers can ship Caryota into California, but Florida growers cannot. We are proud to 
grow and ship these high-quality palms that began their journey in Hawaii’s ideal tropical climate. 

 
Grower’s tip:   
 
Caryotas dislike drying out completely—keep soil evenly moist but never soggy. In lower light or 
cooler seasons, reduce watering frequency. Brown tips can indicate underwatering, low humidity, or 
mineral sensitivity; using filtered water and boosting humidity can keep the foliage pristine. Provide 
bright, indirect light for the densest growth and richest leaf color. 
 
 
Pairs well with:   
 
Pothos, philodendron, peace lily, dieffenbachia, fern varieties, and other humidity-loving tropicals that 
stay lower to the ground and complement the palm’s vertical form. 
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Key characteristics:  

Attribute Profile 

Light  Medium-High 

Water  High 

Pest Resistance  Medium 

Growth Habit Large 7ft+ 

Popularity  High 
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